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We’ve had a pretty quiet month on the football field,
with the 2024 season yet to really get in to full stride.

We have plenty of news and updates from the last
few weeks however, with a lot going on off the pitch.

We’'re looking forward to the clocks going forward, the
weather getting better and all teams getting back out
to Pairc Charman. Na hOglaigh abu!

Member Survey

We were delighted with your responses to last
month’s member survey. It was great to hear about
areas in which you feel the club could improve and
also get lots of positive feedback. We even picked up
a couple of much needed Volunteers!

We’'ve decided to leave the survey open for another
month to give everyone in our club community an
opportunity to respond. The survey is anonymous so
feel free to give your most honest feedback. You can
access it here. We will share some feedback in next
month’s newsletter.

Adult Football

Our Intermediate A team is competing in Division 2 of
the League, having been promoted from Division 3
last year. We’ve been placed in a group with Fethard,
Clongeen, St. Mary’s Maudlintown, Starlights and
Kilmore. This is a great opportunity to test ourselves
as, except for Kilmore, all teams are currently playing
at higher championship grades than us.

We got our season underway with a long trip to
Fethard on March 2", This was a tight encounter with
Fethard coming out on top 0-11 to 0-07. Our scorers
were Shane Bates 0-3, lan McGuire 0-2, George
Cullen 0-1 and Sean Murphy 0-1. We'd like to
congratulate Shay O’Leary and Terry Paige on their
first team debuts.

Our St. Patrick’s weekend fixture against Clongeen
fell to the weather, with the team next out against St.
Mary’s Maudlintown. This game is scheduled to take
place in The Rocks on Saturday March 30" at
5:30pm. Get out and support if you can!
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Race Night

We owe a special thanks to George & Linda Cullen,
who were the inspiration and driving force behind our
first fundraiser of the year, our very successful race
night which was held in Whites Hotel on March 3.

We could not have held it without them and are very
grateful for their effort in pulling it all together, along
with Mick Farrell who MC’d on the night and Chubby
Byrne who helped with the betting.

We had eight races in total, with Stephen Duffin being
crowned champion jockey. Congratulations also to
Karen Donoghue who won our door prize on the
night, two tickets to The Coronas in Min Ryan Park
kindly sponsored by Lantern.

Our race and raffle prize sponsors are listed below,
but we’d like to thank everyone who sponsored a
horse or bought a ticket on the night.
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Underage Update

While our underage teams are training away, there
has been little competitive action so far this year.

We are very proud and excited to share however that
we have nine players representing their underage
county teams for 2024

Minor: John Gallagher
Ul6: Jack Swan

Ul5: Sean O’Brien, lan O’Reily, Sean Hennessy,
Cillian Rossiter-McAuley

Ul4: Shaun Paul Howlin, Andrew Gethings,
Eoin Wall

Congratulations also to our Chairperson Paul
McMahon and Luca Forte on their involvement with
the U14 county coaching team.

Our club has put a lot of work in at underage level in
recent years and it's great to see the hard work
paying off.

G4MO Going Global

In an unexpected but exciting development for the
newest section of our club...... our Gaelic 4 Mothers
and Others team are off to New York!!

As the only G4MO team selected from County
Wexford, they will be representing club and county in
the upcoming Festival of Football at Rockland GAA
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Club in New York this October. This is an exciting
opportunity for our G4MQO’s and we look forward to
seeing them representing us in the Big Apple.

Our G4MO initiative is one which we are very proud
of, and one which we owe Rory Dwyer and Jim
McCarthy a lot of credit for organising. New members
are always more than welcome, with training taking
place on Mondays in Presentation Gym (7pm — 8pm).

GAA Healthy Club

January Walking Challenge

While we announced our winners last month, we now
have photo evidence. Pictured below receiving their
Ten West vouchers from Louise Duggan (Healthy
Club Committee Member) are Mona O’Shea, Gaill
Stafford, Louise Duggan and Phyllis Barry.

Our prize winners racked up 1,152km between them
so it was a hard-earned free lunch....!
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Yoga & Wellness Evenings

As part of our GAA Healthy Club initiative, we've just
finished a very successful four week block of “Yoga &
Wellness” evenings in the Mercy School.

These evenings were hosted by two of our Healthy
Club committee members, Olivia Kennedy and Niamh
O’Shea. Olivia offered yoga classes for adults, with
Niamh providing wellness classes for children (Junior
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Infants to Second Class) with mindfulness, yoga and
arts and crafts.

Both classes were fully booked, and it was great to
see some families with parents and children in both
classes!

Niamh is hoping to host another four-week block after
the Easter holidays, which will again be for children in
the Junior Infants to Second Class age group. Please
contact Niamh on 085 800 0989 if you are interested
in signing up. All monies raised will go back into the
club.
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Club Lotto

Our weekly club lotto plays a huge part in our
fundraising efforts. The jackpot as of Monday 18™
March February is €1,900 and you can now offer your
support by playing online:

https://smartlotto.ie/st-johns-volunteers-gaa/

Your continued support is much appreciated and we
wish you good luck in future draws.

Online Bingo

We would love to see more club members getting
involved in our weekly games. Please contact Eoin
McCarthy on 086 8830936 if you would like to play.

Bingo books are €8 each and there are three games
each night with a guaranteed €900 in prize money.

Christmas Savings Club

Christmas Savings Club is now back every Friday
from 6:30pm — 7:30pm in the lock up in Pairc
Charman. This will run every Friday until 15™
November 2024. All are welcome — so please spread
the word and we hope to see you there!

Want to Get Involved?

While we’re very grateful for the committed
“Volunteers” who help run our club, we’re always on
the lookout for new people to get involved. If you
would like to get more involved in the club in any of
the below areas, or indeed in any capacity, please
reach out to Eoin McCarthy on 086 8830936:

e Coaching — from Mini’s (U6’s) to Adults

¢ Fundraising (Lotto, Bingo, Christmas Savings)
e GAA Healthy Club Committee / Activities

e Club Development

e Sponsorship

e Social Media
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